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Anotace
Studenti získají znalosti z oblasti „the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland“. Procvičí tuto problematiku v průběžných otázkách 
přednášejícího a připojí svoje postřehy k danému tématu.



The official name: 

the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland



The British Union Flag / the Union Jack
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Officially adopted in 1801
Made up of 3 crosses

ScotlandEngland

Ireland
Union Jack

1606-1801

Union Jack
1801- today Obr. 2



London – the capital city
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Area - 244,805 sq km
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Population – 60 000 000
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Government
• Form of government – constitutional monarchy, in 

practice a parliamentary democracy

• England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are 
united under one government, each country has a 
local government as well
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Head of state: Monarch (the queen or king)

• Formally the head of the executive and judiciary

• Commander-in-chief of all the armed forces

• Temporal governor of the Church of England
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Head of government:
• The prime Minister

• Appointed by the Monarch

• Usually a leader of a 
political party which 
obtains a majority of seats 
in a general election
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The parliament consists of two houses

• The House of Commons 
(646 members) –
lawmaking body –
presided by the speaker

• The House of Lords (746 
members) – presided by 
the Lord Chancellor
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Economy:
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Agriculture
• wool, beef cattle, horse breeding, potates, barley, 

sugar beet, wheat, oats
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Manufacturing
• food and beverages, electronic goods, clothing, 

motor vehicles
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Mining
oil, coal, 
natural gas
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Currency 
• the pound (sterling) = 100 pence
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Places of Interest
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Stonehenge
• prehistoric monument – circles of stones erected 

more than 3500 years ago
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Canterbury
• the spiritual centre of the Church of England, 

Cathedral built around 1000

• (see – Geoffrey Chaucer: Canterbury tales)
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Plymouth
• a historic seaport, departure point of Mayflower, 

which carried the Pilgrims to Massachusetts in 1620
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Stratford upon Avon
• Stratford upon Avon – the birthplace of W.Sh., 
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Oxford
• the UK´s oldest university (33 colleges including 

Christ Church)
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Cambridge
• the 2nd oldest university
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Edinburgh
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Loch Ness
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Glasgow
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Cardiff
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Belfast
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• In pairs ask and answer following questions:

1. What is British flag called? Can you describe it?
2. What are the capitals of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales?
3. What is the area of the UK? 
4. How many people live there? Why is Britain a cosmopolitan country?
5. What do you know about the goverment of the UK?
6. Who is the head of the state? What are his/her roles?
7. Who is the head of goverment?
8. Which two houses does the parliament consist of?
9. What do British breed?
10. What do British produce?
11. What natural resources does the UK have?
12. What is the currency and what is the exchange rate today?
13. What are Britain´s famous universities? Do you know any famous

students who studied there?
14. What do you know about Stonehenge?
15. Name two British cities and say a few facts about them.
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